HOW TO
FIND US
St. Stephen’s on-the-Hill is located at 998 Indian road just
south of the QEW and west of
Mississauga Road. The church
property is on the south side of
Indian Road between Tecumseh
Park Drive and Caldwell Ave-

We worship each sunday at
10:30am with other complementary services and activities at
times throughout the week designed to engage individuals
seeking to learn and grow in
the christian faith. To learn
more about who we are and
what we believe visit:
www.ststephensuc.ca
www.united-church.ca
Or check out our online newsletter at:
www.lovegrowshere.ca

Preparing
For Baptism
Preparation for baptism is like taking
steps on a journey. It is expected that
candidates for or Parents) will meet
with the minister and begin attending
worship prior to the day of baptism.
baptism is initiation into what Scripture
refers to as the Body of Christ (the
church). It’s about establishing a relationship. St. Stephen’s on-the-Hill takes
this responsibility seriously and will
ensure that you are assigned an elder
of the church. You will have an opportunity to meet your elder before the
day of baptism.
Our elders are here to keep you connected to your faith community. they
may call to say hello or keep you posted on upcoming events.

A NEW CREED
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.

From roots of faith to seeds of hope,
God’s Love grows here

Celebration
of the
Sacrament
of Baptism

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

St. Stephen’s on the Hill
United Church
998 Indian Road
Mississauga, ON
L5H 1R5
905-278-9772
office@ststephensuc.ca

What Is Baptism?
Formally, a life in the Christian faith
finds its entry point at the moment of
baptism. For many, this has happened in
infancy. And still does in many
Protestant and Roman Catholic
churches. Influenced by the writings
of the swiss reformer John Calvin,
some protestant churches including
the united church of canada, have understood infant baptism to be an extension of God’s unmerited grace. Baptism
is not something to be denied but extended in response to god’s gracious
love in Jesus Christ. It is a sacrament, (from the latin word for mystery)
whereby we participate in the baptism
of jesus.

But still, why we are baptized is seldom
clear to most. Many see baptism as the
rite of faith that says God has welcomed us into the divine family and that
all are welcome. It is a representation
of our relationship with God initiated
through Christ, a relationship that is
lived out in the bonds of the community
that we call the church. As theologian
Karl Barth, describes it, baptism becomes the new expression of how the
“whole” life is lived. An expression of
the life we live together as children of
God. This means baptism is not a private
event, but an occasion that moves one
beyond the self into a greater circle
of a life shared with others.

In our modern secular world people
continue to seek God’s claim on their
lives. There is deep within each of us a
craving for a communal experience of
the sacred. (After all, God created us
to be in a relationship with him.) As this
occurs, many of our churches are rediscovering the importance of being
that inclusive and sacred place where
women and men can find this communal
experience. These are places where
people are encouraged to “go deeper”
and embrace the whole life of faith.
One is moved out of a solitary existence into the solidarity of a gathered
group of people found in the church.
For some adults, this may even lead to
the decision to be baptized. Although it
might sound strange, adult baptism is
nothing new. In fact, adult baptism is
something that can actually connect
us with the very first Christians when
virtually all church members were baptized as adults.
In the United Church of Canada, the
baptismal rite features a symbolic
sprinkling of water on the forehead.
Individuals are baptized in the name of
the “Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” This
“baptismal formula” is universally recognized across denominations in Christian churches around the world.
baptism also comes with a commitment
from the whole church community to
offer its love and support to its new
members. We hope that anyone considering baptism at St. Stephen’s on-theHill will take this pledge seriously and
make this congregation their spiritual
home as they seek to grow in Spirit.

The Day of Baptism
On the day the Baptism, please arrive at
the church for 10 am. You will be
greeted by a church elder and the minister will be notified of your arrival.
Worship begins at 10:30am.
Baptismal candidates will be invited
forward during the service, by an Elder of the church to gather at the baptismal font.

parents affirm the
following vows:
Do you desire to have your child baptized
into the faith and family of Jesus Christ?
Do you believe in God, who has created
and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the
Word made flesh, to reconcile and make
new, and who works in us and others by
the Spirit?
Do you promise, according to the grace
given you, to grow (with this child) in the
Christian faith, to be faithful members of
the church of Jesus Christ, by celebrating God’s presence, by seeking justice
and resisting evil, and accepting Jesus as
your way and your truth?
Congregation’s promise:

We promise our love, support, and care.

Please Note
If you have guests and family members
who will be attending, ask that they
plan to arrive well before the service
begins. This will allow them to find a
seat, familiarize themselves with the
space and review the order of Service.
Since baptism occurs during regular
Sunday worship, we seek to respect the
worship experience of everyone who is
present. This means that we hope to
keep disruptions to a minimum as we participate in this sacred time.

